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From the Principal  

I  commence this article by welcoming all members of the Hampton Park Secondary College community to 

the 2009 academic year at the College and especially welcome those 200 plus students and their families 

who join our community this year as they commence their journey on the road to undertaking their secondary 

years of schooling and the many and varied successes that they will be able to celebrate with us over the course 

of the next 6 years.   

Equally, I especially welcome our Year 12 students who are moving into the final year of their secondary 

schooling ï a year jam packed with all of the pressures that the final year of VCE holds for them; the 

excitement of nearing the end of their school based studies,   the anticipation of a future career or further study, 

at the same time as coping with the sheer workload and daunting pressure upon each to perform to their best.   

I am pleased to inform our community that all of our students from Year7 through to Year 12, have quickly 

returned back into the routine of learning that will see them able to celebrate their achievements as the year 

draws to a close.  The holidays are over!  It is now time to settle into positive work routines and to 

immediately begin the task of working toward achieving the maximum possible outcomes, at years end.  

Our expectations for student behaviour and performance have been clearly spelled out to all students of the 

College.  As a community, I am sure that you will join me in seeking to establish the environment and context 

within which each child is supported in their learning and is able to maximise the knowledge and skills they 

are able to acquire throughout the year.  This does not just happen, it must be planned for.  We are firmly of 

the view that as staff responsible for the instruction of your children, we are in partnership with our parents and 

guardians of our students to jointly support their learning and their development.  WE seek your support 

throughout the year in ensuring the rights of all students of the College to learn and the rights of all teachers to 

teach.  A simple notion, but one that at times, students may forget and be in need of reminding.  I look forward 

this year to working with all members of our college community in the interests of improving the learning 

opportunities for our students.  This indeed, is the sole reason for the College existing. 

BUSHFIRE UPDATE 

I  am sure that all members of our community share my horror and disbelief with the devastation reeked 

upon those many communities across our state ravaged by the current bushfire crisis that has erupted over 

the course of the past week.   

The extent of the heartache and human tragedy that has followed the course of this natural disaster is of 

unprecedented proportions in Australian History.  No one in our community has not been touched in some way 

by the unrelenting havoc that has been caused by the fires.  This is true of course for those parents and students 

living on the Hampton Park border of Narre Warren, in close proximity to the fires that destroyed 6 homes in 

that area.  Staff members who have spent the weekend defending their property from the onslaught of the 

raging bushfire, parents who were living just 2 or three houses from where the fires were halted and those 

many members of our community who are related to or know those effected well. 

Our hearts and our best wishes are extended to all who have been effected, together with our hopes and desires 

that the road to rebuilding oneôs life and livelihood is a speedy one, supported totally by government and 

community. 

COLLEGE COUNCIL ELECTIONS  

A ttached to this newsletter is information regarding the annual College Council election process.  I request 

all members of the community read through the material and consider your nomination for the vacant 

positions on Council for this year. 

Dave Finnerty 

Principal 
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Dear Parent/Guardian  
 

Welcome back to the start of what promises to be another exciting school year. In Victoria, we are fortunate 
to have a world-class education system with a strong and vibrant government school system at its core. One of 
the greatest gifts we can all give our children is the solid foundation of a high-quality education. We are 
always working hard to improve so that every child can thrive, learn and grow. 

 
Government schools are an important part of their local community. The people who make our schools 
great places for your child ï principals, teachers, staff and school councillors ï are dedicated to providing the 
best education possible for our children. 

 
One of the most effective ways we can do this is by being actively engaged in the education of our 
children. We can all help our children develop the knowledge, skills and learning strategies they need to 
engage in lifelong learning. Discussing your childôs homework, talking with them about current events and 
encouraging them to make a positive contribution to society are all important ways in which you can support 
your childôs journey through school. 

 
I also encourage you to become actively involved in your childôs school community. It helps children 
achieve the best possible learning outcomes. You can participate in school life, both formally and 
informally, through volunteering and staying up to date with your childrenôs learning progress through 
regular contact with their teachers. 

 
More information on Victorian government schools can be found at www.education.vic.gov.au or 
Education Line ph 1800 809 834 can provide further advice and assistance. 

 
 I wish you and your children all the very best for the year ahead 

 

Hon Bronwyn Pike MP 
Minister for Education  

 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/
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Statutory Declarations 

Certified Documents 

Affidavits  

 

D o you need to make a Statutory Declaration or 
have a document certified as a true copy? 

Perhaps you need to make an affidavit? 
 
 I am both a Justice of the Peace and a Bail Justice for 

the State of Victoria and thus authorized under the 

Evidence Act 1958, and other Acts of Parliament, to do 

these things for you. It will not cost you anything as it is 

illegal to charge a fee, but in any case this is a voluntary 

service for the community. 

 

 At the moment I intend to make myself available on 

Friday Lunchtimes, from 1.15pm to 1.45pm, at the Main 

Office. Any other time would have to be by 

appointment. If you arenôt sure, just give me a ring at the 

college on 8795-9400. Please also let me know if you 

have a lot of documents that need my signature. 

 

 If you wish to have Certified Copies, please bring 

with you any original copy of a document that needs to 

be certified as a true copy, along with as many copies of 

that document that you need. Note that both the front 

and back of any document must be copied for it to be a 

true copy. Where possible this should be a back-to-back 

copy. 

 
 

 This is a formal legal process, so if you wish you can 

make an oath (using you own religious book) or just an 

affirmation where you promise to tell the truth. I must 

also make you aware that there are penalties for perjury 

(not telling the truth). 

 

 I look forward to helping you. 

 

Steven Silestean JP, 

Justice of the Peace 11776 

Bail Justice 1184 

Senior School Manager (Acting). 

PLEASE NOTE:  A direction from the Office of 

Births, Deaths and Marriages has indicated that the 

only people that can certify a Birth, Death or 

Marriage Certificate issued in Victoria as a true copy 

is an officer from their Department, or a Police 

Officer, but no-one else. 

 

I can still certify such certificates issued in other 

Australian States. 
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February  
25th College Swimming Sports ï Noble Park Pool 

26th  Inter Summer Sports 

26th  NewsHamper distributed 

March  

4th   District Swimming 

9th   Labour Day Holiday 

11th  Year 8 Summer Sports 

12th  NewsHamper distributed 

16th  Yeat 7 Summer Sports 

24th Parent Teacher Interviews 

26th  Year 7 Gardasil and Hep B Immunisations 

  NewsHamper distributed 

30th  Year 7 Camp program commences ï Rawson 

  Village 

April  

3rd  Year 7 Camp program finishes 

  Last day - Term 1  

20th  First day ï Term 2 

 

Junior School Assembly 
 

Monday 2nd Feb. 

 

 

M ondayõs assembly started off with 

everyone standing up in silence with their 

hands by their side as the National Anthem was 

played. When the National Anthem finished 

playing, Mrs Perera welcomed the Year Sevens 

and all the Junior School students both old and 

new to a new school year. Mrs Perera and Ms 

Towner showed the Junior School a power point 

presentation on the journey we are all going to 

take throughout the year. They outlined the 

expectations the school has of us and 

encouraged us to meet those expectations and 

work to our full potential.  

 

 Ms Towner urged us to be active participants 

within the school community and she gave us all 

an example of a past situation and asked us not 

to make those same mistakes.  

 

 The services rendered to the college by Paolo 

De Leon, Chelsea Oliver, Amanda Perera, Dana 

Reedman and Madeleine Thompson was also 

recognized at the assembly. These five students 

numbered more than five hundred lockers 

collectively during the hottest week, just before 

school commenced for the students. The lockers 

looked good when we all got back to school on 

Monday the 2 nd of February.  

 

Deanna Easton ð 9H 

Junior School Publications Editor  


