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From the Principal 
 

The Holidays are over as we move to that most 

important stage of the Year. 

 

W elcome back to all members of our College 

community, for what effectively is the most 

important term of the year for students at all levels of the 

College.  Students have just received their reports and 

therefore have concrete evidence of precisely how they 

are traveling and what they need to be doing now to 

improve upon their results from the first semester. 

 

In some ways it is an exciting time, as students will have 

the end of year in focus and will be looking at the many 

benefits they see in working hard and in performing well.  

For senior students, this becomes even more critical, as 

they do not have the luxury of term four being available 

to them to work on building their skills and knowledge in 

preparation for their final assessments.  For them, it 

indeed is a very short time in which to heed the advice of 

their teachers and to put in place strategies that will 

ensure their success.  The examination period for senior 

students commences shortly after the beginning of term 

four.  It therefore is effectively only this term that is 

available for them to concentrate on maximizing the 

results they wish to achieve. 
 

ARE YOU AND YOUR CHILDREN SERIOUS 

ABOUT THEIR STUDIES? 
 

I t is our expectation at Hampton Park Secondary 

College that all students are to be in class and learning 

at all times.  On occasions, some students engage in non-

productive behaviour that prevents learning.  It is our 

intention to eliminate such behaviours. 

 

In order to try to maximize the time students are in class, 

and to minimize the number of students who fall into the 

pattern of behaviour described above, I have again 

requested Year Level Co-Ordinators and Home Group 

teachers ensure that all student lateness and all 

absences are followed up.  Parents can continue to expect to have a phone call from the College, where 

students are absent, even for just one day.  It is our expectation that students will be in class for every period 

every day, unless there is a legitimate medical reason for them to remain at home. 

 continued…... 
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Fordholm Road, Hampton Park 3976     Telephone:  8795 9400 
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Principal:       David Finnerty  Absence Line: 8795 9444 

Assistant Principals:  Allison Towner 

          Sue Glenn           

          Roger van Langenberg   Date: 23rd July Number  10/09 

 July  

23rd  Newshamper available 

   Junior School Free Dress Day 

29th   Later Years Information Evening:  7-8.30pm 

30th   Rock Eisteddfod rehearsal: 8.45 – 3.30pm  

August  

4th    Yr 11 & 12 Parent Teacher Interviews:  

   2.30 –  7.30pm 

   Year 7 Winter Sports 

6th    Rock Eisteddfod rehearsal: 8.45 – 3.30pm 

10th – 14th Year 10 &11 Course counselling 

11th   Rock Eisteddfod heat: 6.30am - 11.30pm 

17th   Year 11 & 12 Course counselling 

18th   Year 11 &12 Course counselling 

   District Athletics 

 September  

7th – 11th  Rubicon Camp 

10th   Year 7 – 10 Parent Teacher Interviews:  

   2.30 –   7.30pm 

   Students dismissed at 2.00pm 

14th – 18th Year 9 Tasmania Tour 

18th   Last Day Term 3 

October  

5th    Start of Term 4 

December  

18th   Last day Term 4 
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Continued……….. 

 

 

We seek your help in working with us to ensure the maximum benefit for your children in attending this College.  In-

deed, I am requesting the absolute co-operation of all parents in implementing this policy.  The time for writing a note 

to unnecessarily excuse your child’s absence is passed.  It is their learning that suffers when this occurs.  Together, we 

can work to ensure that each and every student of the College is able to maximize what they are able to achieve in their 

learning and in their studies. To support their absence from the College unnecessarily, is not doing them any favour. 
 

 

STUDENT ATTITUDES TO WORK AND STUDY 
 

I  took the opportunity during the course of last week to speak with several senior students regarding their academic 

progress and their approach to school life. I have to say that I was both surprised and concerned with the attitude of 

several senior students, whose progress in their academic studies to this point in time, is far from what I would consider 

satisfactory.  There was one very disappointing aspect to those discussions that was expressed reasonably consistently 

by them, which indicated that they themselves, did not value their own education.  In many cases, this was evidenced 

not only in their attitudes to school, but also in the level of absenteeism, their lateness to classes and the lack of coop-

eration they have shown to their teachers and fellow students when in class. 

 

This attitude I can never understand.  Quite simply, if you are not in class, you cannot participate in the learning that 

goes on there, nor build upon your knowledge base. If you are not listening to your teacher when you are in class, then 

not only will you not learn from the wisdom of your teachers, but you equally will stop others from gaining maximum 

benefit from their participation in the class as well. In all cases of this nature, the one certainty is that you cannot benefit 

from the vast experience and knowledge of your teachers. 

 

Many VCE students have found that there are times that they have felt under intense pressure to achieve.  It is hoped 

that these students will quite quickly come to understand that effective organization and the efficient use of study 

time (both at school and at home) is only achieved through consistent application on their part. These are skills that are 

able to be learned and like any other skill, it is when you practice the skill that you gain confidence in its application. 

For this reason, students should start to develop these critical skills at the earliest stage in their learning journey and not 

leave it until their VCE years, when it may be too late to gain mastery in their application. 
 

HOME STUDY AND HOMEWORK 
 

I n reality, serious Year 11 and 12 students will spend approximately 18 to 20 hours per week in class.  It is perhaps 

a good time to remind parents and students that VCE students who aim to perform to their maximum will be averag-

ing at least 20 hours study time outside of class time per week, will attend all scheduled classes and be on time to all 

classes.  Other than in instances of family emergency, all absences will be supported with a medical certificate. Again, 

such a pattern of behavior does not just happen, it takes commitment and application on the part of each student, to plan 

for their use of time, so as  to ensure they allow sufficient time for homework and study that will ensure they are able to 

maximize their achievements. 

 

Essentially, students taking VCE units 3 and 4 studies have less than 60 more days of classes.  These are going to be 

quite demanding days for students where examination preparation take on increasing importance. 

 

We expect no less than each student achieves to the best of their ability and maximizes their application throughout this 

important time. This same expectation needs to be reinforced at home, as well as at school. 

 

David Finnerty  

Principal 
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Welcome 
I am pleased to have been appointed as the Senior School Manager for the next three-and-a-half 
years. I look forward to working with our excellent team on our primary goal ï to prepare your child 
for the next step in their lives. You as a parent or guardian are an important member of that team. 
Please do contact us at school if you have any issues that we can address. 
 

Course Counselling 
Speaking of the next step, the Course Counselling process is just about to begin, with the fist event 
being the Later Years Information Night on the 29

th
 July. Following this will be some intense work 

with students and their course counselling team, and then subject selections, concluding with a 
subject selection interview. Parents are welcomed at all stages. Please contact the school for fur-
ther information. 
 

Exams 
We were really pleased with the way the Senior School approached the recent examination proc-
ess, particularly the Year 10 students, for whom this was a new concept. We take exams seriously 
and so too it seems did the students. The general behaviour and attitude towards the exams is to 
be commended, and bodes well for the future. 
 

Parent-Teacher Night 
As parents and guardians of Year 11 and 12 students, you have an opportunity on 4

th
 August to 

meet with your childôs teachers, to discuss any issues early in the piece. A record sheet for inter-
view times will be coming home shortly. 
 

Mr. Steven Silestean, 
Senior School Manager 

 SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS SENIOR SCHOOL NEWS 

Challenged by your childôs asthma? 
 

óParenting Children with Asthmaô 
 

T he University of Queensland is conducting research investigating the challenges faced by par-
ents of children with asthma. This project involves a survey examining the factors that parents 

believe make management of childhood asthma more difficult. 
 
What does participation involve?  
 
Parents of children with asthma, aged 3 to 12 years, can participate by completing a set of online 
questionnaires about their family, their child, and their childôs asthma. These questionnaires will 
take approximately 15 minutes to complete. 
 

You can complete the survey at: http://exp.psy.uq.edu.au/asthmaparents 
 

For more information, please contact  
Caroline Gregory (ph: 07 3365 9186, email: caroline.gregory@uqconnect.edu.au) 

 
Your participation will be greatly appreciated! 

https://pod51000.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=fed83455348f4ce1b13b9f3ad5b56804&URL=http%3a%2f%2fexp.psy.uq.edu.au%2fasthmaparents
mailto:caroline.gregory@uqconnect.edu.au
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EMA 
ELIGIBILITY / PAYMENTS 2009 

  

T he Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is 
provided to assist eligible families with the costs 

associated with the education of their children.  To be 
eligible for receipt of the EMA you must: 
  
be either a parent or guardian of a primary or secondary 
school student up to the age of sixteen; and be an 
eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension, allowance or 
benefit within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 
2004 or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a 
foster parent. 
 The eligibility criteria for second semester must be 
met as at the first day of Term 3 (13 July 2009). The 
EMA application must be submitted to the school by 7 

August 2009 for the second payment. 

  

Application forms are available from the school 
office. 

To all Year 9 Parents 

T his term (3) all year 9 students will be 

participating in the “Drug Education in 

Victorian Schools” Pilot Program. Students 

participated in the program last year and this will be 

a continuation of that program. When your child 

brings home their first Semesters report a letter will 

be included outlining the program. As a part of the 

program students will have homework that they 

need to carry out throughout the term. This 

homework will often require assistance from 

parents to discuss ideas and issues associated with 

the topics. Parents are required to sign off that the 

child has completed the homework task. If you have 

any questions you should contact Ms Murdoch 

(Year 9 Coordinator) at the school. Your 

cooperation would be greatly appreciated. 

Parent Use of the Absence Line  

Ph: 8795 9444 

H ampton Park Secondary College has one of 

the lowest absence rates of any secondary 

school in Victoria. We want to keep it that way.  

When children are not at school they cannot learn 

or maintain friendships. 

 Thank you to all the parents who phone in 

before 9.00am to report their child’s absence to us.  

You need to have your child bring back a doctor’s 

certificate or a note from you explaining the reason 

for the absence as well.  This is also an important 

part of the process. 

 When you phone the absence line please do the 

following: 

¶ Speak clearly and slowly 

¶ Give your child’s first and family name 

and their Home Group 

¶ State what day you are phoning 

¶ Indicate how long the child will be away. 

 When there is an absence of two days or more 

due to illness the staff will prepare work for your 

child to do so they do not fall behind. 

Year 11 & 12 Parent Teacher Interviews 

4thAugust  2009 
Parent teacher interviews will be held from 2.30 – 7.30pm on 

Tuesday 4th August. 

Formal classes will be held for years 7 – 12 from 11.00am to 

2.00pm. All students are expected to attend school on this day. 

There will be a lunch break between period 2 and 3 of 20 min-

utes in length. Please note that the canteen will NOT be open 

on this day therefore students are expected to bring their own 

lunch. 

All Year 11 and 12 students are expected to attend the inter-

views with their parent / carer. 

The interviews will be based on their Semester 1 reports 

which were distributed last Tuesday 14th July. Interim reports 

will be sent home in week 9, Term 3. 

Any questions or queries can be directed to me on 8795 9400 

Sue Glenn 

Assistant Principal – Senior School 
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Parent volunteers needed for a survey on  

childrenôs  

everyday activities 
 

T he Royal Children’s Hospital is looking for parents of typically developing children/adolescents to 

complete a survey on their child’s everyday activities. This information will help us understand the needs 

of children who have had a brain injury. 

 

What would I do? 
Complete one 40 minute survey 

The survey asks about your child’s everyday activities; for example, shopping, interacting with others, and 

organising leisure activities  

Where & When? 

We can meet you at your home or your child’s school - whatever is easier for you  

Your child will not be interviewed 

 

Weôd be happy to hear from parents of: 

Children between 8 and 14 years old 

Typically developing children  (who have not had a brain injury or other problems with development) 

At the end of the project, we will give you a summary of the study findings. 

  

Interested? Want more information? 

Please contact: Ms Vivienne Champness (ph: 0421 957 651 or email: vivienne.champness@mcri.edu.au), 

or return the slip below 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I am interested in participating in the above Royal Children’s Hospital project (HREC no: 27104). 

Contact person: Ms Vivienne Champness, Research Assistant (0421 957 651) 

 

Parent’s name:   __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Child’s name: ____________________________________ Child’s age:  ______________________ 

 

Contact number: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this slip to your school or to: 

Ms Vivienne Champness 

Department of Psychology 

Royal Children’s Hospital 

Flemington Rd, Parkville VIC 3052 
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