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From the Principal 
 

Major College achievements 

I t is with great pride and a sense of 
commitment that I announce to the College 

the success of our Rock Eisteddfod team who 
have once again gained entry to the State Finals 
which will occur on 17 September next. 
I had the pleasure of being in the audience at 
the Hisense Arena for the performance by our 
students and I have to say I was totally 
impressed not only with the enthusiasm and 
obvious joy that they enthused throughout their 
performance, but equally, the immense talent 
they displayed throughout their performance 
was truly amazing.  My wife and I sat in awe as 
we followed the storyline from start to ending. 
Everything about the performance was just 
superb.  Costuming was stunning, dancing was 
performed with absolute professionalism and the 
choreography was fast paced, rhythmic and 
delivered with panache.  They were indeed, just 
stunning. 
The many long hours of auditions and 
rehearsals, the weeks spent making the 
costumes, the agonising times spent designing 
and making the props, the effort expended in 
stage managing the production were able to be 
celebrated with what can only be described as a 
perfect performance. 
 
I very much would like to take this opportunity to 
express mine and the College’s thanks and 
appreciation of Kellee Coney and Lorraine 
Theodore in particular for coordinating this 
amazingly successful event.  Equally, I wish to 
congratulate each and every member of the cast 
and crew for their role in creating this 
celebration of achievement through dance and 
music. 
I suggest everyone avails themselves of the 
opportunity of being in the audience supporting 
our team on 17 September. 
 
David Finnerty 
Principal 
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Fordholm Road, Hampton Park 3976     Telephone:  8795 9400 

hampton.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au      Fax:   8795 9455 

Principal:       David Finnerty  Absence Line: 8795 9444 

Assistant Principals:  Allison Towner 

          Sue Glenn           

          Roger van Langenberg   Date: 20th August Number  12/09 

August 
25th   Year 10 into 11 Course Selection Interviews 

September 

3rd    Newshamper distributed 

4th    Year 11 Presentation Ball 

7th – 11th  Rubicon Camp 

10th   Year 7 – 10 Parent Teacher Interviews: 2.30 – 7.30pm 

   Students dismissed at 2.00pm 

14th – 18th Year 9 Tasmania Tour 

17th   Newshamper distributed 

   Year 11 Polish program – selected students 

   Rock Eisteddfod State Finals 

18th   Last Day Term 3 

October 

5th    Start of Term 4 

7th    Year 12 Hospitality Dinner 

13th   Year 7 Hep B and Gardasil Vaccinations 

15th   Newshamper distributed 

23rd   Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 

29th   Newshamper distributed 

30th   VCE Unit 4 Exams commence 

November 

3rd   Melbourne Cup Holiday 

12th   Newshamper distributed 

13th – 20th Year 11 Exams 

20th – 27th Year 10 Exams 

23rd – 27th 2010 Year 12 Orientation program 

27th   Last day for Year 11 students 

30th   2010 Year 11 Orientation program commences 
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Year 12 University and TAFE Applications 
 

S tudents and parents/guardians are advised that applications through VTAC (Victorian Tertiary 
Admissions Centre) should be completed by Friday September 18.  The official closing date for 

timely VTAC applications is September 30 and costs $23.00. It is important that students complete 
their application by our suggested date to access assistance prior to the school holidays. Students 
have been encouraged to research courses from the start of the year so they do not miss attending 
Open Days held at the universities, TAFEs and Independent Tertiary Colleges to which they wish to 
apply. Open Days commence this month, and are an invaluable source of information about 
courses, selection methods, campus services etc. Students should attend as many of these as pos-
sible to assist in the process of course selection. 
 
 VTAC applications are on-line on www.vtac.edu.au and cost $23. Late applications will incur a 
late fee, and many courses cannot be added to applications in the Change of Preference period 
after the release of Year 12 results in December. Many courses have extra requirements (eg. folio, 
audition, interview, additional application form), which need to be met by certain deadlines. The 
new VTAC Guide 2010, available at newsagencies for $15.00, contains more information. All terti-
ary applicants are advised to purchase a copy of the VTAC Guide as soon as possible. The Ca-
reers Centre has purchased 20 copies of the VTAC Guide to give to students in receipt of Youth 
Allowance. Students need to provide proof of current receipt of Youth Allowance to be issued with a 
free copy. 
 

 

Open Days 
 

E ach year universities, TAFEs and Independent Tertiary Colleges open their doors to the public 
to allow students and parents to visit. This is an invaluable opportunity to investigate courses, 

selection methods, campus services, and to generally get a taste of what it would be like to study at 
the tertiary level. Students from all year levels are strongly encouraged to make the most of this op-
portunity, as many students leave it until year 12 and then find they do not have sufficient time. 
 

 A timeline of Open Day dates is displayed on the Careers Centre noticeboard.  The Careers 
Centre has more detailed information including programs. These programs are also available at the 
Open Days and on university and TAFE websites.  

 

Year 10 Work Experience 
 

O nce again our year 10 students excelled in the work place in the last week of Term 2. Most 
employers have returned student evaluations, and the vast majority of these demonstrate that 

students performed very well. These will be returned to students in Industry and Enterprise classes, 
and should be stored safely in students’ portfolios for future job and tertiary course applications. 
 

http://www.vtac.edu.au/
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Debaters Make Us Proud 

T his year for the first time, Hampton Park Secondary College added 

debating to its broad repertoire of extracurricular activities on 

offer to students. The College joined the DAV (Debater’s Association 

of Victoria) competitions with a grade C team of Year 10 students who 

enthusiastically competed against both private and government schools 

in the Berwick division. Students, Loughlin Turpin, Salmah Harun, 

Chevaunne Keleher and Charith Dias embarked on their debating 

journey, initially, unsure of what to expect. The met, they discussed, 

they researched, they planned and they rehearsed. Adrenalin running 

high and armed with their cue cards, the team competed in five rounds 

of debating. They lost some and won some and in the end they scored 

10 points out of 16 to place them in the middle of the ladder. 

 Interestingly, the team preferred the rounds with the ‘secret’ topics. 

Debaters arrived at St Margaret’s School in Berwick an hour early where the secret debate topic was unveiled.  

Although they could not access any resources or support from people other than their team, students said they loved 

working together under pressure. They actually preferred these ‘secret’ debate rounds and performed very well, which 

is a testament of their ability to work cooperatively. 

 The skills acquired from the debating experience may seem obvious, however, to actually witness the transformation 

these students underwent in such a short time, was truly incredible.  It is true that all these students are excellent 

students, they always have been. Salmah Harun, quietly confident blossomed into a debater with measured logical 

arguments expressed with surety and calm. Chevaunne Keleher, enthusiastic and philosophical grew confident with 

every debate, her unique humour a wonderful and engaging quality.  Charith Dias, earnest and reflective, presented 

strong, plausible arguments, his manner poised with confidence. Loughlin Turpin whose preference was third speaker, 

emerged as the best speaker on more than one occasion. His leadership skills were paramount in keeping the team on 

target, feeling confident and enthusiastic. Loughlin is a true orator.  He rarely used his cue cards, yet he spoke fluently, 

presenting coherent and logical   arguments which kept the audience engaged. 

 The debating competitions may be over, but it all starts again next year. This wonderful opportunity is open to all 

students in Years 9-12. All that is needed  to make a team are  4 or five committed students. Parents will need to ensure 

that students are transported to and from St Margaret’s  School in Berwick which is where all the debates take place. A 

staff member is always present to support students both leading up to and during the debate. Students who are 

interested in forming a debating team next year can register their interest with Mrs Ioannou-Booth, the college English/

Literacy Coordinator. 

From our Debating Star Loughlin Turpinééé 

During the course of the year, I’ve been lucky enough to be involved in the debating 

competitions organised by Debating Association of Victoria. I, along with a team of four 

other students at Hampton Park SC, went to St. Margaret’s Girls School in Berwick once 

a month to debate against teams from other schools. It was an extremely interesting 

experience - it taught me so much about how to present myself when speaking to an 

audience, how to write and prepare under pressure, as well as giving me the skills and 

confidence to be able to talk for five to six minutes, using only cue cards. 

 

 The topics covered were diverse and interesting; from abolishing school uniform to 

legalizing the sale of human organs. There were lots of interesting points to consider. 

Sometimes we had weeks to prepare, but my favourites were the topics in which we went 

there on the night and formulate our entire arguments in just a little over an hour! 

 

 The debates were never easy, but every time we got up to talk we were nervous, 

excited, and ready to present our case. If you’re interested in vastly improving your 

presentation or debating skills, love to debate, or want to form bounds of communication and understanding, while 

learning how to work under pressure, even if you’re only a little interested, I’d strongly advise you to talk to Ms 

Ioannou-Booth.  

I must warn you; it’ll take a little bit of commitment in order to fully enjoy it, but the fact that you can look back at the 

end of the season and see how much you’ve improved… It’s just awesome.       Loughlin Turpin 10 


