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From the Principal  
WELCOME BACK  

 

T he final term of the year has well and truly 

commenced, with first two of the eleven weeks now 

behind us.  What an important term it is for students, 

whether they be in Year 7, Year 12 or any year level 

between.  Hopefully, at this time, Year 11 and 12 students 

will be spending as much time as possible in planning and 

preparing for their examinations, which commence in just a 

few short weeks.  At other year levels, students will 

likewise be preparing for their final examinations.  For this 

reason alone, the next few weeks of term become very 

important in the lives of each one of our students.  It is the 

next few weeks that will enable students to effectively 

bring together, the results of their hard work during the 

year, in preparation for their examinations.  It is these 

examinations that will provide the necessary evidence of 

studentsô completion of their current studies and of their 

ability to meet the curriculum needs as they move into the 

next level of their education.   We wish all students well in 

their preparations over this important time. 

 

SCHOOL IN REVIEW  
 

I  have mentioned in several Newsletters during the year 

that as part of the Education Departmentôs 

accountability processes, Hampton Park Secondary 

College is this year undertaking a comprehensive review of 

our operations in preparation for determining our Strategic 

Plan, which will assist us in identifying the key directions 

for the College over the next four years.  As a part of this 

óyear in reviewô, the Education Department appointed an 

independent person to oversee our review and to prepare a 

report to guide the College in preparing our next Strategic 

Plan.  This review was delivered to both the staff and to the 

College Council on Tuesday of this week.  While the 

review has certainly identified several challenges for the 

College in meeting the needs of our students, it equally has provided a solid foundation for the College to 

move forward in ways that will create a community of learners all working toward the improvement in the 

outcomes achieved by our students. 

 

I am now very much looking forward to working with the staff to establish the conditions in which the 

expectations established in the review are able to be delivered upon. 

Dave Finnerty 

Principal 
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Fordholm Road, Hampton Park 3976     Telephone:   8795 9400 

hampton.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au      Fax:   8795 9455 

Principal:        David Finnerty  Absence Line:  8795 9444 

Assistant Principals:   Allison Towner 

          Sue Glenn           

          Roger van Langenberg   Date: 15th October Number  15/09 

October  

23rd   Year 12 Valedictory Dinner 

29th   Newshamper distributed 

30th   VCE Unit 4 Exams commence 

November  

3rd   Melbourne Cup Holiday 

12th   Newshamper distributed 

13th ï 20th Year 11 Exams 

20th ï 27th Year 10 Exams 

23rd ï 27th 2010 Year 12 Orientation program 

27th   Last day for Year 11 students 

30th   2010 Year 11 Orientation program    

   commences 

December  

4th    2010 Year 11 Orientation program    

   concludes 

   Last day for Year 10 students 

7th ï 9th  Year 10 Peer Support camp 

8th    Year 9 Graduation 

10th   Newshamper distributed 

14th   Last day for booklists to be given to the  

   College office 

15th   College Awards Evening 

18th   Last day Term 4 
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Year 12 VTAC and Apprenticeship Applications 
 

Y ear 12 students who have applied to VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre) are reminded that 

many university and TAFE courses have extra requirements which may need to be completed over the 

next few weeks. Details are in the VTAC Guide or on www.vtac.edu.au.  Students who have not put in an 

application can still do so up until 5.00 pm on December 11. However, the application fee is more expensive 

and students run the risk of not being able to meet extra requirements. 

 

 A particularly important time for VTAC applicants is the Change of Preference period from December 14 

ï 21 (12.00 noon) when students can amend their VTAC preferences in the light of their Year 12 results. 

Careful re-ranking of VTAC preferences can mean the difference between gaining an offer and not gaining 

an offer. Students were given guidelines on how to change preferences on a handout and assistance is also 

available from now until the last week of school from Monday December 14 to Thursday December 17. If 

students are unsure of whether they need to amend their VTAC preferences once they receive their results, it 

is highly recommended they make an appointment to see a careers coordinator by phoning 8795 9421. 

 

 The Careers Centre will not be open for appointments on Friday December 18. 

  

 The Careers Centre also has information on university and TAFE course hotlines and information sessions 

which will be running from December 14 ï 21. This information is also on each institutionôs website and the 

HPSC portal via Careers Information for Senior Students. Students can use these hotlines and information 

sessions to assist with making informed decisions about their VTAC preferences. 

 

 Students wishing to secure work for 2010 and beyond, particularly apprenticeships and traineeships, are 

reminded that assistance is available in the Careers Centre. Next Tuesday November 20 Link will be visiting 

our school to pre-test any students who are interested in an apprenticeship or traineeship for 2010.  We can 

assist with resume writing, application letters, interview preparation etc. 

 

 If students have not procured employment or a place in a tertiary course by the commencement of school 

in 2010, they are welcome to continue to gain assistance from the Careers Centre by appointment. 

 

 Assistance and more information are available from the Careers Centre on 8795 9421. 

 

Lynda Vague and Bev Dawes 

Careers Coordinators 

http://www.vtac.edu.au
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óPutting the shine on our young peopleô 
 

�%�H�D�F�R�Q���)�R�X�Q�G�D�W�L�R�Q���¶�3�R�O�L�V�K�·���3�U�R�J�U�D�P 

O n Thursday 17 th  of September, 19 Year 11 students attended the Amstel Golf Club to 
�S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �¶�3�R�O�L�V�K�·�� ���D�V�� �L�Q�� �S�R�O�L�V�K�� �\�R�X�U�� �V�K�R�H�V���� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P���� �7�K�H�� �I�X�O�O-day program was 

run by three Beacon Foundation Tutors and aimed to prepare the students for their careers 
through personal presentation and communication training. Areas addressed were work ethic, 
�S�X�E�O�L�F�� �V�S�H�D�N�L�Q�J���� �H�P�S�O�R�\�H�U�V�·�� �H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���� �S�R�V�W�X�U�H���E�R�G�\�� �O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���� �P�D�Q�Q�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�W�L�T�X�H�W�W�H���� �7�K�H��
day was broken up by a formal sit -down lunch where students were able to network with local 
industry representatives using the skills gained from the program. Guests for the lunch 
included Youth Resource Officer with Victoria Police, Senior Constable Brett Owen, Mr Ian 
Darwent from Commonwealth Bank, Mr Karl Henderson from Career Advice Australia, Ms 
Lynette Keleher from City of Casey  and Mr Terry Breheny from Link Employment �² and of 
course Mr David Finnerty and Ms Sue Glenn, Principal and Assistant Principal from the school! 
The day was thoroughly enjoyed by all that attended.  

Kate Walder, MIPs Co -ordinator  


