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From the Principal  

COLLEGE PERIOD OF REVIEW  

T he Department of Education and Early Childhood Development seeks for schools and Colleges to 

constantly strive to improve their performance and therefore the collective outcomes achieved by their 

students.  The College develops a Strategic Plan which seeks to drive the improvement processes over a four 

year period, at the end of which the College reviews its achievements and establishes new goals and targets for 

the coming four year period. This year, sees us entering into our year of review.  It is important that during our 

review of College operations, the views and opinions of as many people as possible are sought and assist us in 

framing our new goals and targets. 

 It is important to reacognise that the College is not owned by the Department or by the staff at the school, 

but rather, is a community asset that is provided to support the community and its development.  As such, your 

views as to how your College functions is incredibly important.  Over the coming months there will be a 

number of different parent, staff, student and community forums undertaken to assist in this process.   Again, it 

is to be noted that during the year of review, the College takes the opportunity, with all key stakeholders in our 

community, to review our performance over the life of the College Strategic Plan and, with the assistance of 

the externally appointed reviewer, seek to identify those goals and targets for inclusion in the Strategic Plan 

that will guide College operations over the course of the coming four Years. 

 I have requested one of our Assistant Principals, Sue 

Glenn, to head up the review team.  If you are contacted for 

input directly by Sue or a member of her team, or if you 

receive a general invitation to participate in the many 

forums that will be established, I would highly recommend 

you participate, as your views and opinions are important to 

us. 

BUSHFIRE TRAGEDY  

H ow one addresses an event of this magnitude in any 

meaningful way in a schoolsô context is a most 

perplexing issue for me.  However, while the events of the 

past two week have evidenced the most horrendous of 

outcomes across our state and have touched the lives of 

everyone living here in some manner or form, such is the 

scale of this tragedy of monstrous proportions, - more than 

200 lives list, almost 200 homes destroyed, some 8000 

people left without accommodation: yet out of adversity 

there comes hope and inspiration.  As I sit here writing this 

article for Newshamper, the alert messages are continuing to 

be issued for the hills area around Melbourne, a reminder 

that the trauma that surrounds bushfire activity continues. 

 .......Continued 
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Fordholm Road, Hampton Park 3976     Telephone:   8795 9400 

hampton.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au      Fax:   8795 9455 

Principal:        David Finnerty  Absence Line:  8795 9444 

Assistant Principals:   Allison Towner 

          Sue Glenn           

          Roger van Langenberg   Date: 26th February  Number  2/09 

February  
26th  Inter Summer Sports 

26th  NewsHamper distributed 

March  

4th   District Swimming 

9th   Labour Day Holiday 

11th  Year 8 Summer Sports 

12th  NewsHamper distributed 

16th  Yeat 7 Summer Sports 

24th Parent Teacher Interviews 

26th  Year 7 Gardasil and Hep B Immunisations 

  NewsHamper distributed 

30th  Year 7 Camp program commences ï Rawson 

  Village 

April  

3rd  Year 7 Camp program finishes 

  Last day - Term 1  

20th  First day ï Term 2 
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Continued.... 

 In our own community, in a simple free dress day, 

our College in the socio-economically challenged, 

highly multi-cultural community in which we reside, 

raised almost $7,000.00 to be divided between those 

members of our immediate community who have lost 

their homes in Narre Warren, and the school most devas-

tated by the bushfires, Middle Kinglake Primary school.  

In addition, a simple staff morning tea organised by our 

Eduction Support Staff at the College raised almost 

$400.00 for the local CFA. One of my proudest mo-

ments as a principal, was being able to convey this to our 

community with the thanks and appreciation of all.  Out 

of adversity comes hope and inspiration. 

 The final impact of these fires that have so ravaged 

many of our Victorian communities will not be known 

for many weeks and given the response to-date, I am 

certain that the support shown so far, will be there for 

those in need over the coming months and years ahead.  

I take this opportunity to reflect on this incredible re-

sponse and to thank the Hampton Park Secondary Col-

lege community for your unqualified support for those 

who have been so harshly impacted by the current bush-

fires and suffered any  loss of life and  property as a re-

sult of this catastrophe. 

 The manner and speed of the response to this terrible 

tragedy has been without parallel in our history.  Volun-

teers from across the country were in place within hours 

to try to combat the flames, to protect our communities 

and to offer assistance to those impacted upon.  Those 

not able to offer immediate assistance and support, have 

offered donations of kind that are unheard of in our his-

tory ï aid agencies have had to ask for donations to stop, 

as they cannot cope with the sheer quantum of donations 

ï one car manufacturer, has, for example, without fan-

fare, pledged 1000 cars to be distributed among the vic-

tims of this tragedy.  Within the space of one week, 

more than $120M has been donated to assist in rebuild-

ing the lives of those effected ï this in the times of the 

worst economic downturn in the last 50 years. Remark-

able, to say the least. 

Dave Finnerty 

Principal 

 

ñCHILDRENôS CROSSINGS ARE COOLò 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. A childrenôs crossing is a legal crossing when 

two flags are in place. 

2. Children and adults who are crossing at a 

childrenôs crossing must comply with the 

supervisorôs directions. 

3. You must always stand behind the yellow line. 

4. Never follow the childrenôs crossing 

supervisor out onto the crossingðWAIT!  

THEY MUST GO OUT FIRST, WHEN 

THEY HAVE BLOWN THEIR WHISTLE 

(2SHORT BLASTS) IT IS SAFE TO CROSS. 

5. DO NOT ride bikes across the crossing, 

bounce a ball, fight, muck around or runð

WALK QUICKLY AND SAFELY.  

6. ALWAYS stay within the lines of crossing 

and walk in front of the supervisor (never 

behind them). 

7. The childrenôs crossing supervisor will always 

wait until it is safe before they walk out and 

blow their whistle. 

8. Cars are NOT allowed to park on the crossing.  

If the area is not clear you must pull up behind 

the white line and wait till you have clearance 

before proceeding. 

9. Always be alert and listen to what your 

childrenôs crossing supervisor says. 

10. It is ILLEGAL to double park outside a 

schoolðYou will be caught. 

11. REMEMBER ALWAYS CROSS AT THE 

CHILDRENôS CROSSING WHEN IT IS IN 

OPERATION. 

 

Dreena Lawrence 

School Crossing Co-ordinator 

City of Casey 

                   The Bushfire     Jordan Merritt 

 The flames roar like an angry lion 

hurling itself across the town 

devouring everything in its path. 

Then, 

it creeps through the bush 

finding its way 

and leaps on the wind 

and hunts for more prey. 
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