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From the Principal 
Expectations of members of the Hampton Park 

Secondary College Community 

 

F rom time to time, it is necessary to revisit what is 

expected of members of the College community, 

staff, students and parents/guardians.  This is especially 

timely at the present moment as the Department has 

issued a new set of guidelines covering student 

engagement and discipline, entitled The Student 

Engagement Policy Guidelines.  This policy initiative 

replaces the previous student attendance guidelines and 

the guidelines for developing a student Code of Conduct.      

 

Hampton Park Secondary College, together with all other 

Victorian State schools, is expected to develop a Student 

Engagement policy which establishes a shared, 

community understanding of the expected behaviours in 

the areas of student engagement in their learning, student 

attendance and their behaviour. 

 

The Department and this College are committed to 

providing a safe, secure and stimulating learning 

environment in which all students are both challenged 

and supported to develop their knowledge and 

understanding as they work to reach their potential.  This 

is only possible where students are encouraged to be 

happy, healthy and safe and where there exists a positive, 

supportive and welcoming school culture in which 

community members value learning, encourage each 

other to excel and support those challenged by their 

learning. 

 

It is expected that at all times, students, staff and parents 

will treat each other with respect, will work to establish positive relationships with each other and will actively 

seek to maximise their learning and teaching experiences both within the classroom and in the wider College 

community.  Behaviour that falls outside of this is unacceptable at this College and will not be tolerated.   

 

It is fundamental to the success of any school that anti social behaviours, behaviours that detract from learning 

or behaviours that cause students, staff or parents to feel uncomfortable in any way are to be challenged as 

unacceptable. The successful operation of any school equally depends upon the development of a positive, 

working partnership between each of the key stakeholders, Staff, students and parents, in the interests of 

creating a learning environment within which students are encouraged to learn and teachers are supported in 

their teaching. 

 

Dave Finnerty 

Principal 
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Fordholm Road, Hampton Park 3976     Telephone:   8795 9400 

hampton.park.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au      Fax:   8795 9455 

Principal:        David Finnerty  Absence Line:  8795 9444 

Assistant Principals:   Allison Towner 

          Sue Glenn           

          Roger van Langenberg   Date: 28h May  Number  7/09 

May 

28th  Newshamper 

June 

1st   Yr 10 Boostrix &Yr 7 Gardasil &    

  Chicken pox 

3rd  Year 11 exams commence 

8th   Queenôs Birthday Holiday 

9th   Year 10 exams commence 

10th  Year 8 Winter Sports 

11th  Newshamper / Year 11 Exams conclude 

12th  Report Writing Day ï Student free 

17th  Year 10 Exams conclude 

18th  Senior Winter Sports 

22nd ï 26th Year 10 Work Experience 

25th  Newshamper 

26th  Start term 2 holidays 

 July  

13th  Term 3 commences  

September  

18th  Term 3 concludes 



    Hampton Park Secondary College Newshamper   2 

NARRE WARREN  

 BERWICK BLUE LIGHT DISCO 

 

BERWICK LEISURE CENTRE, 

 

MANUKA ROAD, BERWICK. 

 

SATURDAY   6th JUNE & 4th JULY 

 
NOW for students in years 5 to 8 only  

 

TIMES 6.00 PM to 10.00 PM 
 

COST  $10.00   
 

Any enquiries to NARRE WARREN PO-

LICE STATION 9705 3111. 

  

 

 

 

T he staff of Hampton Park Secondary College would like to extend a warm Invitation to parents and 

friends with in OUR community to attend the Annual Beacon Foundation óSmart Futures No Doleô 

Pledge Ceremony. This is an annual event for the young people at Hampton Park Secondary College and 

will be held on the 16th June from 1.40- 3.08. 

 We aim to celebrate with students, parents and community leaders to reinforce the sentiments of lifelong 

learning. Students pledge a commitment to themselves, their school & their community to take part in a 

journey both at school and beyond school. The aim is to high light and gain a commitment from ALL our 

Year 11 Students. 

 Come and enjoy the ceremony with the students followed by refreshments and afternoon tea.  By 

committing a little of your time, you can show the support ALL young people deserve.  The students would 

appreciate your support. Please contact Naarah Harrison or Tee Kruse on 8795 9400 to book. 

 Email:  harrison.naarah.d@edumail.vic.gov.au to advise of your attendance before the 5th June (for 

catering), 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Reconciliation Week  

27th Mayð3rd June 
Some Key events in Indigenous Australian History are: 

 

27th May the anniversary of the 1967 Referendum to change the 

Australian Constitution. The referendum saw more then 

90% of eligible Australians vote YES to count Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander Australians in the national census 

of the population and to give the Commonwealth Govern-

ment power to make specific laws for Indigenous people. 

This event is often referred to as the first stage of the 

reconciliation movement in Australia.  

 

Å 3rd June the anniversary of the High Court judgement in the 

Mabo v. Queensland case. On the 3rd of June, 1992, after a 

decade of litigation, the High Court ruled that the land title 

of the Indigenous Peoples, the Aborigines and Torres Strait 

Islanders, is recognised at common law. This Indigenous 

Peoples' land title, or native title, stems from the 

continuation within common law of their rights over land 

which pre-date European colonisation of Australia. In the 

absence of an effective extinguishment by the crown, this 

title presents through inheritance the original occupants' 

right to possession of their traditional lands in accordance 

with their customs and lores. The judgement rejected the 

"Terra Nullius " legal fiction.  

 

mailto:Harrison.naarah.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Senior School Exams 2009 - Article 1 
 

W e are fast approaching the June examination period for the Senior School. This can be a stressful time 

for the wider Senior School partnership ï the students, their parents and their teachers. However, with a 

bit of careful planning by students, and active encouragement from us as parents and teachers, it will all go 

smoothly. There are some important administrative details about which all parents and students must be aware. 

 

(1) What is happening when? 
 

Year 12 Students 

 
Year 11 Students 

 
 

If you are a Year 10 student doing a Year 11 exam, and that Year 11 exam is on one of the days from 3rd to 5th 

June, come to school on that day, but it is only for the Year 11 exam. Do not attend normal Year 10 classes on 

that day. 

Year 10 Students 

Date Exams For What happens to normal classes? 

8th June Public Holiday (Queenôs Birthday) 

9th June Biology, Physics 
Accounting 

Selected students Normal classes, unless a student has an 

exam on this day, or on the 10th 

10th June Psychology 
Chemistry 

Selected students Normal classes, unless a student has an 

exam on this day 

11th June GAT All Year 11s and 12s doing a 

VCE Year 12 Subject 

No classes (except for VCAL) 

12th June No classes, No Exams (Report Writing Day) 

15th ï 26th June Normal Classes ï Start of Unit 4 

Date Exams For What happens to normal classes? 

3rd June As per the exam timetable, 

which all students will get 

Selected students, according 

to the subjects they are in, 

and those Year 10s doing a 

Year 11 Subject 

No classes (except for VCAL) 

4th June No classes (except for VCAL) 

5th June No classes, including VCAL 

8th June Public Holiday (Queenôs Birthday) 

9th June As per the exam timetable, 

which all students will get 

Selected students, according 

to the subjects they are in 

No classes (except for VCAL) 

10th June No classes (except for VCAL) 

11th June GAT (Year 12) Year 11s doing a Year 12 

subject 

Normal Classes, unless a student is 

taking a Year 12 subject 

12th June No classes, No Exams (Report Writing Day) 

15th ï 26th June Normal Classes ï Start of Unit 2 

Date What happens? For What happens to normal classes? 

8th June Public Holiday (Queenôs Birthday) 

9th June As per the exam timetable, 

which all students will get 

Selected students, according 

to the subjects they are in 

No classes 

10th June No classes 

11th June No classes 

12th June No classes, No Exams (Report Writing Day) 

15th June As per the exam timetable, 

which all students will get 

Selected students, according 

to the subjects they are in 

No classes 

16th June No classes 

17th ï 19th June Normal classes 

22nd ï 26th June No classes (Work Experience) 
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(2) Student conduct during the examination period 
 

The college cannot stress enough the importance of the examination period for all students. This is a chance to prove to 

their parents, their teachers and most importantly themselves that they have made that commitment to learn. 

 

Because there are nearly 600 students involved in this examination process, it is necessary to ensure all students are 

aware of their obligations during this time. 

 

All students from Years 10-12 will be getting an examination timetable. 

 

· For Year 12s it is an individual one. Students in Year 12 will have signed their VCE General Declaration and 

are compelled to abide by all rules for the conduct of Year 12 VCAA examinations. The full copy of the rules is 

printed in the Exam Navigator published by VCAA and distributed to students two weeks ago. These rules are 

also posted on the outside of the VCAA examination rooms. 

 

For Years 10ð11 it is a main timetable with days, subjects and rooms. On the back of this timetable is a basic 

statement about the expectations of students during this exam period. It makes reference also to the obligations 

of students to make themselves familiar with the full set of examination rules as applied by the college. Around 

the Senior School area and in all examination rooms will be copies of these full set of rules. 

 

It is an obligation of all Senior School students to make themselves familiar with these rules. It will not be acceptable 

for a student to say that they did not know. All breeches of the examination rules will be dealt with by either the VCAA 

in relation to Year 12s or the College, in relation to Years 10-11. Consequences can range from loss of grades, cancella-

tion of an entire mark, or ultimately in the case of Year 12s cancellation of the entire VCE Certificate. 

 

3. Material not allowed during the examination process. 
 

There is very little that students can take into the examination room. Other than their stationery items, an approved cal-

culator (when allowed), an approved dictionary (when allowed) and a water bottle (if used and meeting the require-

ments), everything else is not allowed. 

 

This includes ñall electronic devices mobile phones and electronic devices such as recorded music and video players, 

organizers, dictionaries and computerized watches, which are capable of storing, receiving or transmitting information 

or electronic signals.ò 

 

Water bottles are allowed but only if they meet the following requirements: 

· The water is in a clear plastic bottle (all labels removed), with a secure lid. 

· The capacity of the bottle is no more than 1500ml. 

· Water bottles must not be placed on the desk at anytime. 

· Water bottles must not be refilled during the examination. 

· Water bottles must not be shared between students. 
 

 

Parents and Students please note: Unauthorized material in Year 10 and 11 exams can be removed by su-

pervisors and kept by the college until any investigation is concluded. In Year 12 exams they are kept by 

VCAA. Their return could take some time. 
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4. What is communication during the exam? 
 

Students need to be aware that communication is not simply talking during an exam, or at other times when they are not 

supposed to talk. Communication in our exam process includes both verbal and non-verbal communication. This can 

include, and is not limited to, passing something to another student, looking directly at them, smiling at them, turning 

around in their chair, or nodding in their direction. Students who give the appearance that they have communicated (by 

voice or by action) will be in breech of the examination rules. 

 

We urge students to focus only on their own exam. Look up at the board where relevant, look down at their paper as 

necessary, and answer their questions. They need to train themselves to sit still for extended periods of time. 

 

These communication rules apply from the moment they enter the examination room to the time they leave it. They 

cover the period from before they start reading and writing to the time the paper is collected and they are given the in-

struction to leave. 

 

5. Leaving the Examination Room 

 

Year 12 students are not allowed to leave the exam room, after entering it, for the first 30 minutes of the exam, nor in 

the last 5 minutes of the exam. If students really need to go to the toilet, this will be to a designated toilet, accompanied 

by an examination supervisor. 

 

Students in Years 10 and 11 exams are not allowed to leave the room after they have entered it, until the instruction to 

leave is given by the examination supervisor. There are no toilet facilities available for the 90 minutes, and students are 

reminded to use toilet facilities before their exams. 

 

6. Conclusion 
 

This message appears at the bottom of the full set of examination rules: 
 

 
 

The rules outlined above are about the ability of the college to demonstrate to parents and students that we care about 

them and want a transparent, consistent and fair process for all. We look forward to your continuing support during this 

time. 

 

Good luck to all students. Work hard, study hard and reap the rewards. 

 

On behalf of the Senior School Team 

 

Steven Silestean, 

Senior School Manager (Acting). 

PLEASE HAVE CONSIDERATION FOR YOUR FELLOW STUDENTS DURING THE EXAMINA-
TION PROCESS. TREAT THEM WITH THE RESPECT THEY DESERVE. 

 
IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ALL  STUDENTS PRESENTING FOR EXAMINATIONS TO 

READ AND MAKE THEMSELVES FAMILIAR WITH THESE EXAMINATION RULES. 
THEY ARE NOT NEGOTIABLE, AND THEY WILL  BE APPLIED. 
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Hampton Park Secondary College  
Senior School Examinations 2009  
 

A Survival Guide for students and their par-
ents 
 

Perhaps if our friend in the cartoon did one of the 
most obvious yet basic things that we advise for 
the exams, he may have had a better chance. 
 
What should he have done? READ the sign. So, 
to all students doing their exams, read the ques-
tion. Read it during reading time (sounds obvious 
but you would be surprised) and then read it dur-
ing the exam time. Read your answer if you have 
spare time, and make any corrections. 
 
What follows here is some advice for you that we 
hope will help your family through the exam proc-
ess. Some of the advice is just from many yearsô 

experience; other advice comes from a variety of sources, which we will acknowledge it at all possi-
ble. 
 

© Gary Larson 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/goldberg/229551714 

 
(1) Where can I get information about the exam process?  
 

Timetables   Will be given to all students with rooms and times 
Year 12 Exams  From 

· The Exam Navigator (lots of useful information, e.g., on the GAT, 
    Timetables, and what to bring in/what not to take) 

    · The Senior School Co-ordinators 
    · The VCAA  www.vcaa.vic.edu.au 
       · Current exams 

   · Past exams ï papers and assessment guides 
   · The GAT 

    · Class Teachers (Tips about answering questions) 
    · The Newspapers (Exam tips from teachers and Chief Assessors) 
    · Private organizations running Exam Lectures and revision 

 
Year 10-11 Exams  From 
   · Class Teachers 
   · The Senior School Co-ordinators 

 
(2) What do I do if there is a problem?  

Is it really a problem? You wonôt know unless you speak with the people whose job it is to 
help you work it out ï us! So, see your Year Level Co-ordinator as soon as something hap-
pens so that it can be sorted out as quickly as possible. Remember, óa problem shared is a 
problem halved.ô 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/goldberg/229551714
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/
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(3) How do I cope with the examination process?  
 

ñThere was little indication of an acquaintance with the best elementary mathematics works.ò 

 
This is a comment from an examiner ï in the first report from the first set of public examinations in 
the United Kingdom, set on the 14 of December 1858. One of the questions asked was: ñObtain the 
sum of forty-six times seven thousand and twenty, seventeen times one million and one, and thirty-three times 

thirty-three.ò 
 
ñThe first school exams took place over a period of six or seven consecutive days and were set in 
the morning, afternoon and evening. There were two examinations: the Junior (for students under 
16 years of age) and the Senior (for students under the age of 18), and they took place in local 
ócentresô - schools or any suitable venues like church or village halls. 

 
Subjects were not very different from those taken by students today. In 1858, students sat exams 
in: English Language and Literature, History, Geography, Geology, Greek, Latin, French, German, 
Physical Sciences, Political Economy and English Law, Zoology, Mathematics, Chemistry, Arithme-
tic, Drawing, Music and Religious Knowledge (unless their parents objected).ò http://
www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/ca/News_Room/Latest_News/News?id=124622 

 
Not a lot has changed. We suspect that students (and their families) have gone through many years 
of stress and short-tempers in the household during this time. What follows is some advice which is 
garnered from many sources, and almost universally the same. Please take the time to read it and 
take on board that which will work for you. 
 
Some worthwhile advice  
 
BEFORE THE EXAM 

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/exam.html 

 

1. Begin studying early  

Ideally you should begin studying about four weeks before your exams.  

2. Organise your time  

Plan 1 hour time slots you will use for study. Allow for some relaxation time. Balance. 

3. Work out your optimum study time  

Work out when you study most effectively. Are you more alert in the morning or eve-
ning? Schedule study times that suit your personal rhythms.  

4. Organise your subject material  

Gather together all your notes and make sure they correspond to the topics in your  
   course  

5. Prioritise the hardest subjects  

Spend more time studying the subjects you find most difficult. Schedule these first.  

Make a study area  

· Choose a quiet place for study where you won't be easily distracted. 

· Make yourself comfortable so you can concentrate, but donôt fall asleep! 

· Always study in the same place.  

· Make sure you have good lighting to read by.  

· Don't try to study the entire course in one sitting. Divide the subject up into topics. 

7. Set yourself study periods  

Study for set lengths of time. Don't study for longer than 50 minutes without taking a 
break. It is better to study for a short intense period of time with sustained concentra-
tion than long periods of time when you are tired and not engaging well with the ma-
terial.  

8. Set yourself study goals  

Set yourself a goal for each study session (e.g., I will study Chapter 3.). This will help 
you keep track of what you are learning. Write them down as soon as you begin your 
study session, or set them at the end of the study session for next time.  

http://www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/ca/News_Room/Latest_News/News?id=124622
http://www.cambridgeassessment.org.uk/ca/News_Room/Latest_News/News?id=124622
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/exam.html
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9. Review past exam papers  

Look at the wording of the questions and familiarise yourself with the clue words  

10. Form a study group  

Form a study group with other students. Swap practice exams and give feedback. 
Drill each other on study topics.  

 

THE NIGHT BEORE 

 

1. Have all necessary material with you  

You can't borrow items such as pens, pencils, rulers or special equipment while in an exami-
nation. So get prepared in advance. 

2. Have a relaxing night before your exams  

Have an early night (and try to have a healthy breakfast) 
 
DURING THE EXAM 
 

 ñTests and exams are a regular part of the school environment. It is important that exams be kept 
in proportion - they are important, but not the end of the world. Some things can be done to make 
exams a more valuable, worthwhile and less threatening experience for students.ò 
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/gotoschool/highschool/examtips.php 
 
In a nutshell  
Read the instructions.  
Breathe deeply and don't panic.  
Answer the question. Establish what it asks for; then recall, select the relevant 

material, organise it, and formulate your answer.  
http://www.monash.edu.au/lls/llonline/study/exam/2.xml 

 

Some guidelines  

Read the entire paper.  

Where you have choices, decide which ones you plan to answer. 

Plan your time . 

Spend some time drafting a plan for the questions you choose to answer. 

Jot down ideas as they come to you.  

While you are answering one question, information about another may suddenly occur to 
you. Jot it down somewhere because when you come to that question perhaps an hour 
later, you may have forgotten it. 

Don't leave any questions unanswered.  

If you are short of time, use note form. Remember, you can only be marked on the answers 
you give. 

Never leave the room early.  

If you have time at the end, go over your work, add information (eg in the margin). You can't 
return if you suddenly remember a fact after you have left. 

Do not spend too long on multiple choice questions.  

With multiple choice questions it is best to cover the answers and work out your own before 
looking at the choices on paper. If you can't answer the question come back to it later - have 
a guess. 

Never omit an entire question.  

No matter how well you answer other questions, you must leave time for all questions - a 
perfect answer can still only earn a certain number of marks. If you write nothing, you can't 
receive any marks and you have lost all your marks for a particular question. Write some-
thing - it may at least give you a few points. 

Maintain a stable energy level.  

Eating foods such as chocolate bars before an exam might give you an energy boost to be-
gin with but your blood sugar levels will drop within an hour and your energy will plunge dra-
matically, making it hard for you to concentrate.  

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/gotoschool/highschool/examtips.php
http://www.monash.edu.au/lls/llonline/study/exam/2.xml

